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About this event  

Course Title: Understanding assessment and improving delivery in International GCSE 
Biology 
 
Course Code: 4BI1-20IF1 
 
 
 
Aims and Objectives of the event  
 
 
1. Be introduced to the idea of assessment objectives: what are they and why they are used 

when writing examination papers, 
2. Analyse recent question papers and learn which types of question match the different 

assessment objectives,  
3. Investigate different assessment objectives, considering how questions in these areas have 

been answered by looking at feedback from previous exam series, 
4. Discuss strategies for teaching to try and make sure students can access questions targeting 

different assessment objectives, 
5. Review the support Pearson offers for the qualification, 
6. Network, discuss best practice and share ideas with other teachers. 
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Agenda  
 
Time Item 

09.30  Welcome  
Tea and coffee 

10.00 Agenda & Introductions 

10.15 International GCSE features / Introduction to the new 
Edexcel International GCSE in Biology 

11.00  Assessment Objectives What are they? Using 
assessment grids  

11.30 Break 

12.00 Looking at student responses AO1  
How to improve AO1 skills 

13.00 Lunch 

13.45 Looking at student responses AO2 
How to improve AO2 skills 

14.30 Looking at student responses AO3 
How to improve AO3 skills 

15.15 Tea  

15.30 Lessons from the examinations  

16.00 Final questions 
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Activity 1 – How were 2019 papers different from previous ones? 
 

 
Purpose: 

• Review the impact of assessment and specification changes on centres and candidates 
 
 

Task 1 

1. Consider how the reformed papers were different from those from the previous specification. 
2. Write down four observations from your centre or from your students. 
3. Compare your observations with other delegates on your table.  
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Activity 2 – Looking at Assessment Objective Grids 
 

 
Purpose: 

• Look at how papers are designed to examine the assessment objectives 

• Look at how papers are designed to examine the specification content 

• Look at how papers are designed to examine across the grade range 

• Assign assessment objectives, specification content and target grade to items  
 
 
Task 1 

1. Look at the June 2019 paper 1B.   
2. Now for all items in Questions 2, 3, 4 and 5 classify these in terms of:  

• Content or specification reference  
• Assessment Objective 
• Target grade  
• Question type 
• Compare your answers to those of other delegates 
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Activity 3 – Assessment Objective 1 Looking at student responses  
 

 
Purpose: 

• Look at student responses to AO1 items from June 2019 paper 1B 

• See how assessment objective is examined  

• Appreciate how differences in candidate responses result in different marks 

• Understand how mark scheme is applied  
 
 
Task 1 

1. Look at Question 3b. 
2. Without reference to published mark scheme rank order samples A–D. 
3. Compare your order with other delegates. 
4. Now use published mark scheme to mark samples A–D. 
5. Compare your marks with those of other delegates.  

 

Question 3b 
 
Sample A 
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Sample B 
 

 

 
Sample C 
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Sample D 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 

Prepared by Pack Production 2016  
 
 
 
 
 

9  

 
Activity 4 – Assessment Objective 1 Looking at student responses  
 

 
Purpose: 

• Look at student responses to AO1 items from June 2019 paper 1B 

• See how assessment objective is examined  

• Appreciate how differences in candidate responses result in different marks 

• Understand how mark scheme is applied  
 
 
Task 1 

1. Look at Question 9b. 
2. Without reference to published mark scheme rank order samples A–D. 
3. Compare your order with other delegates. 
4. Now use published mark scheme to mark samples A–D. 
5. Compare your marks with those of other delegates.  
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Question 9b 
 
Sample A 
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Sample B  
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Sample C  
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Activity 5 – Assessment Objective 2 Looking at student responses  
 

 
Purpose: 

• Look at student responses to AO2 items from June 2019 paper 1B 

• See how assessment objective is examined  

• Appreciate how differences in candidate responses result in different marks 

• Understand how mark scheme is applied  
 
 
Task 1 

1. Look at Question 4a. 
2. Without reference to published mark scheme rank order samples A–D. 
3. Compare your order with other delegates. 
4. Now use published mark scheme to mark samples A–D. 
5. Compare your marks with those of other delegates.  
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Sample A  
 

 
 
Sample B  
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Sample C  
 

 
 
Sample D 
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Activity 6 – Assessment Objective 2 Looking at student responses  
 

 
Purpose: 

• Look at student responses to AO2 items from June 2019 paper 1B 
• See how assessment objective is examined  
• Appreciate how differences in candidate responses result in different marks 
• Understand how mark scheme is applied  
 
 
Task 1 

1. Look at Question 5b(iii). 
2. Without reference to published mark scheme rank order samples A–D. 
3. Compare your order with other delegates. 
4. Now use published mark scheme to mark samples A–D. 
5. Compare your marks with those of other delegates.  
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Sample A 

 
Sample B  
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Sample C 

 
 
Sample D  
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Activity 7 – Assessment Objective 3 Looking at student responses  
 

 
Purpose: 

• Look at student responses to AO3 items from June 2019 paper 1B 

• See how assessment objective is examined  

• Appreciate how differences in candidate responses result in different marks 

• Understand how mark scheme is applied  
 
 
Task 1 

1. Look at Question 4b. 
2. Without reference to published mark scheme rank order samples A–D. 
3. Compare your order with other delegates. 
4. Now use published mark scheme to mark samples A–D. 
5. Compare your marks with those of other delegates.  

 

Sample A 
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Sample B  

 

Sample C  

 

 

  



 
 
 

Prepared by Pack Production 2016  
 
 
 
 
 

21  

 
Sample D 
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Activity 8 – Assessment Objective 3 Looking at student responses  
 

 
Purpose: 

• Look at student responses to AO3 items from June 2019 paper 1B 

• See how assessment objective is examined  

• Appreciate how differences in candidate responses result in different marks 

• Understand how mark scheme is applied  
 
 
Task 1 

1. Look at Question 10c. 
2. Without reference to published mark scheme rank order samples A–D. 
3. Compare your order with other delegates. 
4. Now use published mark scheme to mark samples A–D. 
5. Compare your marks with those of other delegates.  

 
Sample A 
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Sample B  
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Sample C 
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Sample D 
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PERSONAL LEARNING 
 
 
 
Things to do: 

•  
•  
•  
•  
•  
 
 
Things to avoid 

•  
•  
•  
•  
•  
 
 
Your ideas: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


